THE APPLE NEWS

3rd August 2026

Principal's Message
Dear Families,

IMPORTANT DATES 100 Days of Foundation, 100 Days Brighter
AUGUST Our Foundation students (and teachers) celebrated 100 days of

220 |MRer o G G school on Friday 24% July. It was lovely to see our students
Year 1 Life Education

5th Incursion dressed ‘brightly’ and perform at assembly! Thank you to our staff
Year 3 & 4 Phillip Island for the V\{onderful activ.ities on offer during the day and our parent
Sth-7th Camp community for embracing our theme. The children had a fabulous
20th School Council Meeting day!
24th-28th Book Week
24th Book Week Parade Camp
28th Year 5 & 6 Summer Sports Students in years 3 & 4 are getting very excited for their camp this
31st Professional Practise Day week. Our students head off to Phillip Island on Wednesday and
(Student Free Day) return Friday. We thank the staff and parents who are attending
SHaaidls a8 camp with our students and giving of their time away from their
1st Red Nose Day Fundraiser -
own families.
2nd Fathers Day Stall
4th Fathers Day Afternoon Excursions /camps payments
9th Division Athletics

Just a friendly reminder to adhere to the final date for excursion
and camp payments. Most camps require us to make payment at
least one week prior to attending. We also ask that you notify the classroom teacher of your child’s
attendance/non-attendance to ensure we pay for the correct numbers.

Please note: Camps do not refund for a student’s non-attendance and for many of our campsites, we must
pay for a minimum number of students attending. As we do not make a profit from any camp or excursion,
this can result in the school having to pay from funding we don’t have nor budgeted for. Thank you for
support.

Book Week & Parade

The Children’s Book Council of Australia annual book week will be held in the week of August 24 - 28. This
year’s theme is ‘Symphony of Stories!’. This year, we are kicking off Book Week with our annual Book
Parade (and assembly). After our parade & assembly, students will be involved in many English activities
for the day.

Our classrooms will then complete many activities throughout the week, looking at the shortlisted books
and highlighting the importance of reading.

Due to our Book Week assembly and parade, we will NOT be holding an assembly on Friday 21 August.
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Foundation 2027

Our Foundation applications for 2027 are well and truly rolling in, we currently have 3 classes for next
year. The official closing date for applications was Friday 31 July. Enrolment requests can still be made
from any families.

Our PREParation program ~ Little Apple Adventurers has commenced. The program is designed to support
children as they prepare for school life. This is a weekly program that complements our Term 4 transition
sessions. It was great to see so many of our new students participating. For further information regarding
enrolments and our PREParation program, please visit our school website.

Staff absences/Casual Relief Teachers (CRTs)
Many of our families would be aware of the staffing shortage in education. These shortages stem across all
levels of staffing, including CRTs. We work with many agencies who all seem to be particularly short of
CRTs with many not accepting bookings for ‘future dates’. We also have a small group of local CRTs who
are well known to the students of Darley PS.

Due to these shortages, there are days when we have to split classes. On these occasions, the children’s
class teacher has prepared work for them to do, which reinforces their classroom learning, particularly if
they are going to a different year level. Splitting classes is never our preference but some days there are
simply no CRTs available. Our wonderful staff are doing their best, but the lack of CRTs puts additional
pressure on schools with extra students in classrooms, extra playground supervision duties etc. This has an
impact on teachers’ availability to return phone calls or respond to messages from our families. Please be
mindful of this, if it takes us time to get back to you in a timely manner. There is only so much time in a
day and the children’s wellbeing always must be the first priority.

Student Attendance

A friendly reminder that our staff are on duty from 8.40am to 3.35pm each day. We have noticed that
there are many students who are arriving early in the morning. Our student’s safety is important to us and
we are unable to supervise them before 8.40am. It is also vitally important that students arrive on time.
Learning time commences from 8.50am daily. TheirCare is available both mornings and afternoons if you
need to head off to work in the mornings.

Research demonstrates a strong correlation between students' learning, longer term life outcomes,
attendance at school and appropriate participation in education programs. It is crucial that students
develop habits of regular attendance at an early age. Absence from school means that learning
opportunities are reduced and this can ultimately lead to poorer student achievement. We encourage all
students to attend school regularly and on time to ensure they receive the explicit classroom instruction. It
is recommended that family holidays should be taken during school holidays where possible.

Fionas Kerton, Casey Avowsmith & Daniel Condon
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Our students have been participating in online sessions over the past couple of weeks. We hope they
have been sharing their learni

ing witﬂ our families.

As an ‘Inform & Empower’ (Cyber-safety and Digital Wellbeing) school, we have access to resources
for both the whole school community - staff, students and parents.

If you haven’t had a chance to look at the fabulous parent resources, please take the time to use
the Llink (https://www.informandempower.com.au/resource-hub#Tab%202) to peruse the blogs,
videos and posters that can assist us all to be aware as to how to support your child in this ever-
changing digital world.

Please take the time to read the following post from the website:

We recently surveyed thousands of Australian primary school students, asking: which features of
apps or games are most powerful in keeping you hooked? The options included leaderboards,
random drops (or loot boxes), streaks, autoplay, and notifications.

Before we share the verdict, here’s a quick snapshot of what these features are:

Leaderboards - A digital scoreboard that dares you to beat your friends (and yourself) in games Llike
Fortnite, Roblox, and Mario Kart.

Random Drops (or Loot Boxes) — A lucky dip for gamers, with surprise rewards in games like FC25
Ultimate Team, Rocket League and Roblox that might be epic... or a total dud. Kind of like the
pokies.... But for children.

Streaks - A counter that encourages daily participation, commonly used in apps or games Llike
Wordle, Snapchat or Duolingo. Many Roblox experiences take this to another level by rewarding
children with in-game currency.

Autoplay - A sneaky feature on YouTube and Netflix that starts the next video before you can even
think about stopping.

Notifications - Those little buzzes and pop-ups from Instagram, Discord, and Roblox that pull you
back in, no matter what you were doing.

Which feature is the most powerful?

According to the Year 5s and 6s we surveyed? A dead heat between notifications and streaks.

Notifications, those little pings, banners and buzzes, are designed to capture our attention. They
pull us away from whatever we’re doing and replace our focus with a drip-feed of dopamine.
Streaks, meanwhile, turn social connection into a high-pressure scoreboard. Miss a day and you
“break” your streak, a loss many kids find genuinely stressful.

These features aren’t accidental. They’re the product of careful design, drawing on behavioural
psychology to keep users coming back. Infinite scroll, autoplay, leaderboards, rewards, and random
drops all work the same way, they make it harder to put the device down, even when we want to.

This isn’t a call to ban technology, we just need to be aware of how digital products are built, and
to teach kids the skills to spot and manage these hooks.

The current free-to-play model will keep driving Big Tech to maximise users’ time spent online. With
this understanding, our best chance to build healthier digital habits is to create awareness around
these addictive features. Schools and parents have an opportunity to open up conversations, which
empower kids to think more critically about the apps and games that consume so much of their
time and attention.

By Bess Naughtin



SPECIALISTNEWS

VISUAL ART It has been an exciting start to the semester
: in the Art Room. Our early years students
have been exploring the Aboriginal story of
the Rainbow Serpent through their artwork,
while students in Years 3-6 have been
creating colourful reverse acetate portraits
and learning about warm and cool colours.
Students have also been learning about the
Commonwealth Games and completed a fun
artwork featuring the mascot, Finnie.

PERFORMING ARTS

In Performing Arts, F-2
have been focusing on
beat and rhythm and
creating their own beats
using voice, body and
drums. Gd 3 - 6 have been
focusing on meaning of
songs, genres and
creating their own lyrics.

This week in
Auslan,
students have
learnt signs for
things they
might find on a
nature walk.
Grade 2's drew
a photo of what
they sawon a
walk and shared
signs with
families!
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PE

Our students have been developing
their movement skills in PE this term.
Our F-2 students have been focusing
on control skills, learning to catch and

throw with greater confidence,
accuracy and working cooperatively

with their classmates. Our Year 3/6

students have been refining their
tennis skills, practising forehands,
backhands, serving and rallying. It has
been wonderful to see students
demonstrating persistence, teamwork
and sportsmanship.
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James (FC)
Lincoln (ZA)
Ava (56F)

Diarra (ZC)
Winnie (1C)
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FA - Ava & Violet
FB - Musa & Lincoln

1A - Marcus & Jeremy

dent of
e Week

2A - Harvey & Levi
2B - Peyton & Olllie

1B - Jack Finn & Amara

FC - Adelyn & James
FD - Billie & Gursifat

1C - Beatrix & Leo

Year Three & Four

34A - Sebastian & Matilda
34B - Xavier & Xavier

34C - Carter & Chayse
34D - Mylee & Grace

34E - Ava & Kethana

34F - Maggie & Sahara

2C - Deaan & Corey
2D - Bentley & Ava

Year Five & Six

56A - Logan & Ella
56B - Anastasia & Silas
56C - Tahlia & Owen
56D - Ivy & Noah

56E - Henry & Silas

Specialist Programs

AUSLAN - Anastayza (56E)
HAPE - Caitlin (2A) & Odin (2B)

Performing Arts - Ava (56D) & Cohen (34B)

Visual Arts - Finn (2A) & Zahra (1B)
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THANKS FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL!
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. Increase your confidence & self esteem
. Learn control, respect & discipline
. Improve physical & mental health

A safe space to build lifelong friendships
Learn Self Defence techniques and sKills

2 FREE SESSIONS PLUS A FREE UNIFORM ON JOINING!
(SAVING YOU $115)

To register for your free sessions, please call OR text
0407-320-333

http://www.artofdefence.com.au
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