THE APPLE NEWS

17th July 2026

Principal's Message

IMPORTANT DATES Dear Families,
JULY
) Welcome back to the commencement of Term 3. We trust that all
20th Parent Teacher Interviews . . . . .
families had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday. We are looking
20th Year 5 Puberty Program

forward to another busy and exciting term filled with learning,
growth and connection; a term with excursions, camps, sporting
events and Book Week!

21st 2027 Foundation School Tour
21st Year 3 & 4 Incursion

24th Foundation 100 days of

School Staffi d
27th Parent Teacher Interviews tc.l Ing Update . .
This term we welcome the return of Miss Ruby Lowe. Ruby will be
27th Year 5 Puberty Program . .
teaching Performing Arts 3 days a week. We also welcome Mrs
29th Year 5 Puberty Program . .
Neha Gupta. Neha will be teaching many classes across the week,
31st Student Free Day . . . .
R as she provides our Leaders with release/planning sessions.
AUGUST
an Year 1 Life Education Parent, Teacher, Student interviews
Incursion Thank you to the many families and students who have already
5th - 7th  Year 3/4 Phillip Island Camp made bookings for the upcoming Parent, Teacher, Student

Interviews. Interviews are being held on Monday 20" & 27™ July

(3.35 - 6.35pm). These interviews provide families with a great opportunity to meet with the teacher,
celebrate the learning of Semester 1 and talk about areas of focus for the next 6 months. If you haven’t
made a booking yet, please make an appointment via Compass.

Camps
Our Years 3/4 students are getting very excited for their upcoming camp. Our students head off to Phillip
Island on Wednesday 5" August and return Friday 7" August.

Foundation 2027

Our Foundation applications for 2027 are well and truly rolling in, we currently have 3 classes for next
year. The official closing date for applications is Friday 31 July. Enrolment requests can still be made
from any families. We will be holding a further school tour this term on Tuesday July 21st. Please register
your interest at the school office.

This week we have had the commencement of our new school PREParation program ~ Little Apple
Adventurers. The program is designed to support children as they prepare for school life. This is a weekly
program that compliments our Term 4 transition sessions.

Continued over page




It was great to see so many of our new students participating. For further information regarding
enrolments and our PREParation program, please visit our school website.

Student attendance

A friendly reminder that our staff are on duty from 8.40am to 3.35pm each day. We have noticed that
there are many students who are arriving early in the morning. Our student’s safety is important to us and
we are unable to supervise them before 8.40am. It is also vitally important that students arrive on time.
Learning time commences from 8.50am daily. TheirCare is available both mornings and afternoons if you
need to head off to work in the mornings.

Research demonstrates a strong correlation between students' learning, longer term life outcomes,
attendance at school and appropriate participation in education programs. It is crucial that students
develop habits of regular attendance at an early age. Absence from school means that learning
opportunities are reduced and this can ultimately lead to poorer student achievement. We encourage all
students to attend school regularly and on time to ensure they receive the explicit classroom instruction. It
is recommended that family holidays should be taken during school holidays where possible.

Arriving Late/Leaving Early

Families are reminded that the procedures remain in place in relation to late arrival to school, early
dismissal of students. ALl visitors must sign in at the office. Students arriving late must report to the office
and collect a late pass. Parents collecting their children early must go to the office to sign their child/ren
out. We thank you for your support in following the procedures.

Fiona Keton, Caseyy Avvowsmith & Daniel Condon




AEU STOPWORK 23 JULY

Dear Parent/Carer,

Thank you for your important support for our campaign for improved pay and conditions. At the moment
an agreement between the state government and AEU members is not yet in place and the dispute remains
unresolved. This means AEU members at Darley Primary School will be stopping work for 24 hours on
Thursday 23 July 2026. It is important that you know exactly why we have reluctantly decided to take this
action.

We understand our action presents difficulties for some parents and carers. However, the fact is that when
it comes to investing in education, Victoria is bottom of the class. We are very concerned about the impact
of this on your child’s education.

Every other state and territory fund their public schools to the minimum amount required, except for
Victoria. The Allan Labor government has made the deliberate decision to not fund Victorian public schools
to the nationwide funding standard, which means that staff at our school are regularly working many
hours of unpaid overtime each week to ensure that students receive the support and educational programs
they deserve. The goodwill of teachers, education support staff, and principals is no replacement for full
and proper funding. Victorian public schools can no longer be the lowest funded in the country and AEU
members are standing together to demand that our schools are fully funded.

Australian Education Union members in every public school across Victoria are trying to get the state
government to fund our schools properly and deliver a new pay and conditions agreement. While an offer
was made by the government in May this year, it failed to address some key concerns including in relation
to workloads that need to be better addressed in a revised offer.

At the moment, the state government refuses to make the investment that would properly allow schools
to recruit and retain the staff needed. With only 3 in 10 public school workers planning to stay in their jobs
until retirement, nothing is more important for the learning and wellbeing of our students than retaining
the existing workforce and attracting the next generation, especially at a time of ongoing staffing
shortages.

This means as union members we are left with no alternative but to take further stopwork action on 23
July 2026, and we would like to count on your support in this campaign.

Please let the state government know that you want Victorian public schools to be fully funded and for
public school staff to have increased salaries and improved conditions. One supportive action that you can
take would be to write to your state Labor member of the Victorian Parliament to tell them that you
expect your school to be fully funded and that school staff receive pay and conditions that reflect the
importance and value of their work.

Please use this QR code to find the contact details of your
local Labor member of parliament.

AEU members at Darley Primary School thank you for your support.
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FA - Hunter & Bella

1A - Ezra & Toby
FB - Jazz & Lachlan

. Student of
the Week

2A - Jordan & Hannah
2B - Noah & Pippa

1B - Denver & Alexandros

FC - Konstantine & Braxton
FD - Ayda & Quinn

1C - Addi & Jasper

Year Three & Four

34A - Oliver & Riley
34B - Grace & Jocelyn
34C - Aryzona & Indigo
34D - Harry & Knox
34E - Grace & Hudson
34F - Audrey & Ellie

2C - Diarra & Tyren
2D - Quade & Evie

Year Five & Six

56A - Ethan & Ethan

56B - Ryley & Deborah
56C - Summer & Taqj

56D - Amelia & Lauchlan
56E - Ava & Ocean

Specialist Programs

AUSLAN - Alani (FD) & Henry (FA)
HAPE - Ariah (FD) & Harley (34C)

Performing Arts - Coralia (34A)
SEL - Whole School
Visual Arts - Riley (34A) & Emily (56E)
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THANKS FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL!



Kld s Karate

Now Here
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KIDS{KARATIEIEVERYAFRIDAYEXISATIURD AY{HEREIATE
DARCEXIERIMARYESCHOO
. Increase your confidence & self esteem
. Learn control, respect & discipline
. Improve physical & mental health

A safe space to build lifelong friendships
Learn Self Defence techniques and sKills

2 FREE SESSIONS PLUS A FREE UNIFORM ON JOINING!
(SAVING YOU $115)

To register for your free sessions, please call OR text
0407-320-333

http://www.artofdefence.com.au
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