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End Of Term 1
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13th February 2026

Principal's Message
Dear Families,

The first 3 weeks of the 2026 school year have flown! Students
and staff have settled into the routines of school and are
enjoying their new classrooms and learning. Thank you to our
families who are supporting our students in being prepared
for the school day and arriving in time for our routine of lining
up before entering our classrooms.

We welcome Mrs Charni Pentony back to Darley Primary
School for the 2026 school year. Charni will be teaching
Performing Arts as well as 1 day a week in FC.

Open Classroom

This year we are welcoming families to visit our classrooms on
Monday 16" February commencing at 2.30pm. Classrooms
will be open until 4pm for families to visit and say ‘Hi’ to the
teachers. Students will be dismissed at 3.20pm (as per
normal) with students and families able to remain onsite/in
classrooms until 4pm.

NAPLAN
Our Yrs 3 & 5 students will participate in The National
Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)

commencing Wednesday 11" March through to Monday 23™
March. As the tests are conducted in a strict time format, it is

essential that students are at school on time on these days. We know that students have a range of
skills and talents and unfortunately the tests do not assess all of these. Whatever the results are of
the tests, remember we know our students and what makes them exceptional. The results indicate
how well students performed on one day in literacy and numeracy tests only. If you have concerns
about your child and the NAPLAN tests, please contact your child’s classroom teacher.

There are many things you can do to support your child at home prior to the testing period.
» Reassure your child that NAPLAN is a part of the school program
e Encourage your child to do their best
e Talk to your child about all of the skills they have that will NOT be assessed by the assessments
e Assure your child that you are proud of them
» Ensure your child has a good night’s sleep prior to each assessment
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Parent Payments

A huge thank you to our families that have already paid their voluntary curriculum contributions for
the 2026 school year. We are conscious of the financial pressures on families/households in the
current climate. Like home budgets, we (Darley Primary School) are also facing a tightening of our
budgets; your contributions ensure we can maximise our budgets and provide the best possible
opportunities, resources and facilities for our students.

Please read the Compass post for details as to how you can support our students with these voluntary
contributions.

Uniform - Hats in Term 1!

All students are required to wear a hat when out in the yard at school during Term 1. Children who do
not wear a hat will be asked to play in the shade (under the shade sails near the Years 1&2
classrooms), away from the sun. We also advise students to wear SPF30+ sunscreen to school.

As we commence the school year, we are reminding our families of our uniform and request all
students wear our full uniform. Please note: black clothing items are not a part of the Darley uniform.
Staff will commence sending 'Out of Uniform' notes to students who are wearing black items.

Change of details

It is vital that if you have changed your mobile phone number or address that you ensure that you
notify the school of your change of details. It is the responsibility of all families to ensure that the
school has current and up to date contact details for parents and emergency contacts. Please ensure
that you inform the office of your current details.

Parking around the School

Parking around our school can be an issue at the start and end of the school day. Moorabool Council
do patrol the area on a regular basis, with fines being issued. Please note/; this includes parking on
the grassed area behind the CFA. We also remind our families to be careful and considerate of all
families and staff when opening car doors.

Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) Maintenance Works

Every 5 years, an audit of school facilities (buildings and grounds) is undertaken. Schools then receive
a report of identified maintenance works to be undertaken over the next 5 years. These works are
rated into 4 Priority timeframes (within 6mths to within 4 years). For some of the issues identified,
further investigation is undertaken, often providing the government with information to form
upcoming planned maintenance completed by the VSBA and their appointed builders.

This week Lisa Thacker and | have met with the VSBA, architects and the appointed builders in regards
to upcoming maintenance work. The maintenance works for Darley PS will commence in the next 2
weeks, with the works being completed by the end of Term 1. Most of the works involves roof repairs
and electrical works. There may be some areas that will be out of action for a few days; we will
advise families as we receive timelines from the builders.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications

Every Victoria Child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the
classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the
opportunity to join their classmates for important educational and fun activities. It is part of making
Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a
student’s background and their outcomes.

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage
a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and
leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school

trips, camps and sporting activities.
Continued over page




If you hold a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink
Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or support an Out of Home Care student, you may
be eligible for CSEF.

A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance,
of $400, is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting
activities for the benefit of your child.

New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download the
form from https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application
form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.

You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:
* New student enrolments: your child has started or changed schools this year
» Changed family circumstances: such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card
number, or new siblings commencing this year
Check with the school office if you are unsure.

Yard Supervision

Under DET guidelines, the school provides supervision in the yard 10 minutes before the official start
of school and 10 minutes after the completion of classes for students at the end of the day. To this
effect, there are staff members on yard duty from 8.35am each morning and 3:20pm following
classes. Students are to enter classrooms at 8.45am. This means that no children are allowed to be
on playground equipment before 8:35am and after 3:35pm as there is no formal supervision of
students. | ask that parents support the school by ensuring that you speak to your children in
relation to this.

School Council Elections and Call for Nominations

The new school year brings with it the school council election process.

The Darley Primary School Council election process has now commenced.

Darley Primary School Council is calling for nominations for 3 parent member positions available on
our school council. Parents/carers are encouraged to nominate for a position.

Membership Category Parent Membership Staff Membership

Number of Positions available 3 2

Length of Term March 2025 to March 2027 March 2025 to March 2027
Nominations close 4pm Friday 20th February 4pm Friday 20th February

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect calling for
further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school and communicated via
Compass

Fiona Kerton, Casey Arvvowsmith & Daniel Condon



https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
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Enrol Online

If you have any questions, please
speak with one of our friendly
Educators or call Customer
Support on 1300 072 410.

What to Expect
at TheirCare

Children love coming to
TheirCare because we create
fun, energetic, and interesting
experiences. Quality
programming is paramount.
We take pride in creating warm
and welcome spaces for the
children. We invest in quality
resources that are regularly
replenished.

At TheirCare every child will
feel listened to. Connection
with families and schools is key
to our success.

Quality and safety underpin
everything we do. During
session time children develop
life skills, friendships,
confidence and creativity
through play.

TheirCare

Programs

Intentional(planned) and
spontaneous (unplanned)
experiences are available at
every session. Experiences
are developed based on the
children’s interests, needs
and developmental stages
and designed to keep
children engaged and
active.

Cooking
Science experiments

Incursions
Daily activities such as
Lego, building blocks,
drawings, creative play
Various themes
(sustainability, world and
cultural special events)
Art, craft, music,
drama and dance
Physical activities
and sports
Outdoor play
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TheirCare

Educators
TheirCare educators are
engaged, caring and open.

Educators have:
Valid Working with

Children Checks or the
state equivalent

Child Care First Aid

Mandatory Reporting
Training

Food Glorious
Food!

Foodis a wonderfulwayto
connect and celebrate life!

At TheirCare we embrace
various cultural and dietary
requirements.
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Breakfasts include:

a selection of cereals,
wholemeal bread, fruit,
yoghurt, and milk. Sometimes
we offer alternatives such as
pancakes, toasties, and TC
breakfast burritos!
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Afternoon teas can include:
fresh vegetables, fruit,

sandwiches, wraps, dips,

crackers, rice, pasta and soups.

Enrolment instructions
and access to book/cancel
sessions can be found at
theircare.com.au

Permanentbookingscan
easily be set up for the same
day(s) of each week.
Alternatively, casual
bookings can be made
based on your needs.

Asmall cancellationor late
booking fee is incurred

for bookings. This amount
varies across services.
Please refer to your Service
Flyer for details. Please
note, it helps us greatly to
deliver a high-quality
service if you book
in advance.

Alate pick-upfee 0f$1.00 per
child per minute is charged
once the service close time
has passed.
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Your Service Coordinator is
your primary contact for any
assistance or to raise any
concerns. A highly visible
information board at your
service contains an escalation
path for any issue you believe
has not been satisfactorily
resolved. TheirCare Support
Team is available between
6:30am - 9pm weekdays
(Eastern Standard Time) on
1300 072 410 or
infor@theircare.com.au
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Payments aremade by direct
debit from a nominated bank
account and charged weekly in
arrears. An online statement is
issued and emailed weekly.

TheAustralian Government
provides significant fee relief
to Australian families who
utilise approved childcare
services via the Child Care
Subsidy (CCS) program.

You will ONLY pay the ‘out-of-
pocket’ costs for your children
to attend.

To claim the CCS you need

a CRN (Customer Reference
Number) for yourself and your
child/ren and to update your
details at my.gov.au

If you do not have a CRN you
can apply via Centrelink.

The CCS is based on income
assessment and activity tests
conducted by Centrelink.
Relief for up to 90% of

the fees is available for
eligible families. Families
with a combined income of
$530,000 are not eligible.
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a positive dental experience

Teeth On Wheels will
be visiting your

9338 1181
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Tuesday March 10"
Monday March 30"



SCHOLASTIC Book Club

THE VALUE OF BECOMING A

REGULAR

" REW

:# EXPAND YOUR KNOWLEDGE Al BOOK CLUB:
. - . A fun catalogue

where kids pick
— their own books

MSCHOLASTIC

Book Club LOOP

for Parents

Here are eight easy steps for ordering via LOOP:

l Log in, or create a new account

“)  Follow the Wizard to set up the child’s profile

3 Click the ORDER tab, select the child’s school & class

Add the child’s first name and last initial

Enter the product item number from the Book Club catalogue

Apply any promotional codes that have been earned

Make a payment via credit card

Await order arrival at the child’s school
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RAISING KIDS IN
A DIGITAL WORLD

SEMINARS FOR ALL LOCAL PARENTS & CARERS

Supported by Bacchus Marsh Blue Light - _@p-- Community Bank
: : Bides 4. Bacchus Marsh
& Community Bank Bacchus Marsh o :.. B Eendigo Bank

Seminar for Primary School Seminar for Secondary
Parents & Carers: College Parents & Carers:

Thurs 26 Feb Thurs 5 March
7.00 - 9.00 pm 7.00 - 9.00 pm

Public Hall Bacchus Marsh Grammar
Main St, Bacchus Marsh Maddingley Campus

Presented by

INFORMEEMPOWER

Cyber Safety & Digital wellbeing

Sessions suitable for parents/carers only
For further enquiries, contact bacchusmarshbluelight@gmail.com




STUDENTS USING PUBLIC
TRANSPORT

Transport Victoria would like to share some public transport ticketing information which may be of use to your school and
school community:

Youth myki

From 1 January 2028, public transport is now free for children aged betwean 5 and 17 years. To access free trave!, all
young people need to carmy a Youth myki card and tap on and off each time they travel,

Youth myki can be purchased for $5 online via the Transpord Viclora websile or from a stafted station ar the PTV Hub.

» Youth myki cards purchased online will be registered to the customer and will expire when they tumn 18

«  Youth mykl cards purchased in person from a staffed station or the PTV Hub aren't registered and will exgire in 4
years, For a list of staffed stations and thair operating hours, visit https.ftranspor.vic.gov.au/plan-a-joumey/public-
transpont-tools-and-resourcesiraval-tips-and-resounces/staffed-train-stations

Childran under 18 travelling on ticketed ViLine services require a paper ticket or e-tickel and must present their Youth myki
to oblain a 30 ticket, On booked VWine servicas, the Youth myki card number can be usaed to access free travel.
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FA - Zahlie & Norah

. Student of
the Week

2A - Lincoln & Kolby

1A - Olivia & Hunter
1B - Grace & Alexandros

FB - Callan & Elizah
FC - Henry & Sadie
FD - Evie & Benji

Year Three & Four

34A - Vera & Thomas
34B - Emma & Atticus
34C - Jasmine & Ryder
34D - Chelsea & Rylan
34E - Xavier & Syren
34F - Bobby & Madison

2B - Ellie & Oliver
2C - Murphy & Jazmin
2D - Isaac & Eadie

1C - Aria & Huntah

Year Five & Six

56A - Olivia & Cooper
56B - Reuban & Kai
56C - Avadesh & Billi
56D - Tyler & Pip

56E - Bodhi & Mia

Specialist Programs

AUSLAN - Alexandros (1B) & Hayleigh (34D)

HAPE - Jack-Finn (1B) & James (1B)

Performing Arts - Ethan (56E) & Deegan (34B)

SEL -
Visual Arts - Grace (34B) & Rhys (1A)



DIDYOU
KNOW?

A shark doesn’t
contain any

bones in its
body.

DID YOU KNOW?
Rainbows can only be
seen when the suniis

behind you.

DIDYOU
KNOW?

Honey Never Spoils.

Q: Why was the traffic light
late for his date?
A: It took him too long to
change.

Q: What is a robot’'s
favourite snack?
A: Computer chips

Q: What did the picture
do to end up in jail?
A: Nothing. He was
framed!
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SCAN ME SCAN ME
Facebook Instagram
ﬁ@ Darley Primary School - Officej L @darleyprimary ]
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THANKS FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL!
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Do you have a
health care card?
You could be eligible
for Saver Plus.

For every dollar you save, you'll get a dollar from ANZ
to spend on educational costs, up to $500.

To join, you need to meet all of these requirements:

Be 18 years or older

Have a current Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card

Have a child in school, starting school next year, or be studying yourself
Get a regular income (can be you or your partner)

Agree to join in free online financial education workshops

saverplus

1300 610 355  saverplus.org.au
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Sessions

Contact us today\
0407 320 333 4

www.artofdefence.com.av

Tai Chi

2 Free Sessions
Free uniform on joining

Contact us today
Wl By 0407 320 333

ART OF DEFENCE AUSTRALIA

artofdefence.com.av



