
THE APPLE NEWS
30th January 2026

February
 4th Foundation Testing Day

11  th Foundation Testing Day

16  th Open Classroom Afternoon

18   th Foundation Testing Day

25  th Foundation Testing Day

27  th District Swimming
(Selected Students Only)

March
3  rd Teeth on Wheels

4  th School Photo Day

9  th Labour Day Public Holiday
(No School)

10  th Teeth on Wheels

11  - 23  th rd NAPLAN

26  th School Athletics Carnival

Dear Families,

We warmly welcome all families to the 2026 school year at
Darley PS. We extend a very special welcome to the many
new families who have joined us, including those who have
children starting in Foundation. Casey, Dan and I have
visited all classrooms over the past 3 days. The children are
settled and engaged in their learning with all rooms
creating a welcoming warm and friendly environment. 

We have some new staff to Darley this year. We warmly
welcome Miss Emmersyn Jenkins (FC), Mrs Natasha Tyrer
(FD),  Miss Helena Mazurek (2D) and Mr Warren Tyrer (3/4E)
to our Darley community. Over the break, Mr JohnPaul
Cocking was successful in gaining a position at Ballarat
Grammar for the 2026 school year. We wish JP all the best.
We are currently recruiting for a part time Performing Arts
teacher and will announce the successful applicant in a
future newsletter. 

Important Dates

Darley Primary School
21 Nelson Street, Darley 3340

03 5367 1558
darley.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.darleyprimary.vic.edu.au

Principal's Message

Open Classroom
This year we are welcoming families to visit our classrooms on Monday 16  February
commencing at 2.30pm. Classrooms will be open until 4pm for families to visit and say ‘Hi’ to
the teachers. Students will be dismissed at 3.20pm (as per normal) with students and families
able to remain onsite/in classrooms until 4pm.

th

SunSmart – Hats in Term 1!
All students are required to wear a hat when out in the yard at school during Term 1. Children
who do not wear a hat will be asked to play under shade sails, away from the sun. We also
advise students to wear SPF30+ sunscreen to school.

Change of Details
It is vital that if you have changed your mobile number or address that you ensure that you
notify the school of your change of details. It is the responsibility of all families to ensure that
the school has current and up to date contact details for parents and emergency contacts.
Please ensure that you inform the office of your current details.

Continued over page



Student Mobile Phones
The Department of Education’s Mobile Phone policy is a Ministerial Policy formally issued by the
Minister of Education under section 5.2.1(2)(b) of the Education and Training Reform Act 2006
(Vic).

Summary
Students who bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and securely
stored during school hours
For the purpose of this policy, a mobile phone is a telephone with access to a cellular
(telecommunication) system, with or without a physical connection to a network
Wearable devices and iPads are not to be used for notifications/communications throughout
the school day 
Schools must provide secure storage
Schools will manage non-compliance with their local mobile phone policy in accordance with
their existing student engagement policies

A copy of the policy can be found on our website: (https://darley.tyhooperdesign.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2025/01/dps_mobile_phone_student_use_policy.pdf)

Personal Property 
Darley Primary School understands that staff and/or students may sometimes like to bring items
of personal property to school.
The Department of Education does not have insurance for personal property of staff, students
and visitors. Darley Primary School does not take responsibility for items of personal property
that are lost, stolen or damaged at school or during school activities. Damage to personal
property brought to school is the responsibility of the owner of that property.
Darley Primary School encourages staff and students not to bring items of value to school, or to
obtain appropriate insurance for such items.

Accident Insurance
The Department of Education also does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance
cover for students. Parents/carers of students, who do not have student accident
insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured
students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other
transport costs.
If you wish, parents/carers can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
Every Victoria Child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond
the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss
out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important educational and fun activities. It is
part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the
link between a student’s background and their outcomes.

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports teach teamwork,
discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities. 

Continued over page
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If you hold a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or support an Out of Home Care
student, you may be eligible for CSEF. 
A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The
allowance, of $400, is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions
and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

How to apply:
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download
the form from https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application
form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.

You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:
New student enrolments: your child has started or changed schools this year
Changed family circumstances: such as a change of custody, change of name, concession
card number, or new siblings commencing this year

Check with the school office if you are unsure.

Yard Supervision
Under DET guidelines, the school provides supervision in the yard 10 minutes before the official
start of school and 10 minutes after the completion of classes for students at the end of the day.
To this effect, there are staff members on yard duty from 8.35am each morning and 3:20pm
following classes. Students are to enter classrooms at 8.45am. This means that no children are
allowed to be on playground equipment before 8:35am and after 3:35pm as there is no formal
supervision of students. I ask that parents support the school by ensuring that you speak to your
children in relation to this. 

Annual privacy reminder for our school community
Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ privacy policy and the Schools’
privacy collection notice.

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy (sent via Compass), describes how we
collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when
parent consent is required and how it can be provided and withdrawn. 

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Google Workspace for
Education safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s
information. If after reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your
child using Google Workspace for Education, please contact the school.

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents.
This information is also available in eleven community languages:

Fiona Kerton, Casey Arrowsmith & Daniel Condon

Amharic
Mandarin
Vietnamese

Arabic
Somali

Chinese
Sudanese

Dari
Turkish

Gujarati
Urdu

https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations


2026 Voluntary Contributions
Parent Payment Instructions

2026 Voluntary Contributions
Parent Payment Instructions

Darley Primary School is looking forward to another great year of teaching and
learning and would like to advise you of Darley Primary School’s voluntary
contributions for 2026.
 
Details of year level Parent Payment Charges can be found on Compass and on
our School Website
Your Voluntary Payments will make a huge difference to our school and the
programs we can offer.
 
 PAYMENTS CAN BE MADE FROM FEBRUARY 2026.
 
As all parent contributions are voluntary, we cannot set up a payment plan on
Compass.

We will however place the details on Compass under Course Confirmation and
Payments, as a payment option for you.
 
You can also pay using Bpay, Centrelink or EFTPOS at the school.
 
Bpay details can be requested if not already held. Please contact the office.
Families can choose to set up their own payment plan using Bpay.
 
Please Note: We cannot invoice you for any Curriculum Contribution Payments in
advance, we can only receipt funds when they are received. It will be very
important that you keep all receipts for payments to refer back to as we won’t be
sending out family statements.
 

 



Mrs Fiona Kerton

Principal

Administration

Mrs Lisa Thacker
Business Manager

Mrs Emily Griffiths
Admin Officer

Mrs Beth Missen
Admin Officer

Ms Nicola Harman
First Aid Officer

Mr Amila Kande
IT Technician

Wellbeing

Ms Kelly Watson
Disability & Inclusion

Mrs Amanda Richardson

Mental Health &
Wellbeing 

Leadership

 Mrs Casey Arrowsmith
Foundation - Year 2

Mr Daniel Condon
Year 3 - 6

Assistant Principals

2026 staff

Mrs Cherie Giles
Wellbeing Officer

Leading Teacher



Year One

Mrs Eve Richards
Learning Specialist

1A

Ms Danielle McGrath
1B

Miss Abbey Jefferson
1C

Mrs Melinda Antonenko
Foundation A

Miss Emmersyn Jenkins
Foundation C

Mrs Whitney Dri
Foundation B

Mrs Heather Bambery
Learning Specialist

2A

Mrs Carolyn Presnell
2B

Ms Heather Jungbauer
2C

Miss Helena Mazurek
2D

Mrs Natasha Tyrer
Foundation D

Foundation

Year Two

Learning Specialist

Intervention

Mrs Kathleen Cashin

Mrs Kerry Dixon

Mrs Demi Wood
Foundation C (Tuesdays)



Ms Rachael Wilson

Learning Specialist

34A

Mr Dale Missen 
34B

Mrs Tanya Cauchi
34C

Mrs Melissa Archibald
34D

Mrs Jayne Figueroa
34F

Mr Warren Tyrer
34E

Mr Damian Oliver

Learning Specialist

56A

Mr Rohan Cattlin
56B

Miss Adele Wilson
56C

Mr Michael Lucas
56E

Mrs Alyssa Simpson
56D

Year Five & SixYear Three & Four



Specialist

Education Support

Miss Kelsey Williams
 Physical Education

Mrs Emma McRae
Auslan

Miss Chloe Horster
SEL

Mrs Demi Wood
Performing Arts

Mrs Briohny Watkins
Visual Arts

TBC
Performing Arts

Education Support

Mrs Karen Thomas

Mrs Karen Shugg

Mrs Sally Stephenson

Mrs Yvonne Nickolaus

Mrs Anu Ral

Ms Helena Wilkie

Mrs Courtney Smith

Miss Briony Mort

Mrs Michelle Baldo

Mrs Anne Hill

Ms Carly Millington

Ms Karen Davidson

Mrs Kim Dalton

Mrs Allison Doyle

Mrs Erin Lindner

Mrs Kelly Barnes

Mrs Kerry Parry



DENNIS HOUSE CAPTAINS

ELLA, DEAN, EVIE & BODHI

LAWSON HOUSE CAPTAINS

FALLYN, HENRY, JAXON & HARIT

PATERSON HOUSE CAPTAINS

WILLOW, BILLI, OWEN & MAX

THIELE HOUSE CAPTAINS

HAZEL, MIKAYLA, ALORA & TYLER

2026 
STUDENT LEADERS

SCHOOL CAPTAINS

MORGAN, AVA, MAGGIE & HARRY

We are excited to announce the following students as leaders
of Darley PS for 2026:



 

If you have any questions, please
speak with one of our friendly
Educators or call Customer
Support on 1300 072 410. 

What to Expect
at TheirCare

 

TheirCare
Programs

 

TheirCare
Educators
TheirCare educators are
engaged, caring and open.

Educators have:

Food Glorious
Food!

 

How to Enrol
& Book
Enrolment instructions
and access to book/cancel
sessions can be found at
theircare.com.au

Easy Booking
Options

 

Late Bookings &
Cancellation Fees

 

Late Pick-Up
 

Customer Service
Your Service Coordinator is
your primary contact for any
assistance or to raise any
concerns. A highly visible
information board at your
service contains an escalation
path for any issue you believe
has not been satisfactorily
resolved. TheirCare Support
Team is available between
6:30am – 9pm weekdays
(Eastern Standard Time) on
1300 072 410 or
infor@theircare.com.au

Payment
 

Child Care Subsidy
 

Children love coming to
TheirCare because we create
fun, energetic, and interesting
experiences. Quality
programming is paramount.

We take pride in creating warm 
and welcome spaces for the 
children. We invest in quality 
resources that are regularly 
replenished.
At TheirCare every child will
feel listened to. Connection
with families and schools is key
to our success.

Quality and safety underpin 
everything we do. During 
session time children develop 
life skills, friendships, 
confidence and creativity 
through play.

Cooking
Science experiments
Incursions
Daily activities such as 
Lego, building blocks, 
drawings, creative play
Various themes 
(sustainability, world and 
cultural special events)
Art, craft, music, 
drama and dance 
Physical activities 
and sports
Outdoor play

Foodis a wonderfulwayto 
connect and celebrate life!

At TheirCare we embrace 
various cultural and dietary 
requirements.

Valid Working with
Children Checks or the
state equivalent
Child Care First Aid
Mandatory Reporting
Training

Breakfasts include:
a selection of cereals,
wholemeal bread, fruit,
yoghurt, and milk. Sometimes
we offer alternatives such as
pancakes, toasties, and TC
breakfast burritos!

Afternoon teas can include:
fresh vegetables, fruit,
sandwiches, wraps, dips,
crackers, rice, pasta and soups.

Asmall cancellationor late 
booking fee is incurred
for bookings. This amount
varies across services.
Please refer to your Service
Flyer for details. Please
note, it helps us greatly to
deliver a high-quality
service if you book
in advance.

Permanentbookingscan 
easily be set up for the same
day(s) of each week.

Alternatively, casual 
bookings can be made 
based on your needs.

Alate pick-upfee of$1.00 per
child per minute is charged
once the service close time
has passed.

Payments aremade by direct 
debit from a nominated bank
account and charged weekly in
arrears. An online statement is
issued and emailed weekly.

TheAustralian Government 
provides significant fee relief
to Australian families who
utilise approved childcare
services via the Child Care
Subsidy (CCS) program.

You will ONLY pay the ‘out-of-
pocket’ costs for your children 
to attend.
To claim the CCS you need
a CRN (Customer Reference
Number) for yourself and your
child/ren and to update your
details at my.gov.au

If you do not have a CRN you 
can apply via Centrelink.
The CCS is based on income 
assessment and activity tests 
conducted by Centrelink. 
Relief for up to 90% of 
the fees is available for 
eligible families. Families 
with a combined income of 
$530,000 are not eligible.

Yum!

Fun!

About TheirCare Using the Service

Intentional(planned) and
spontaneous (unplanned)
experiences are available at
every session. Experiences
are developed based on the
children’s interests, needs
and developmental stages
and designed to keep
children engaged and
active.

Enrol Online 
www.theircare.com.au



Dental
Treatment in a

truck-now that’s
FUN!

Teeth On Wheels will
be visiting your

School

Exciting News!

Tuesday March 3
Tuesday March 10
Monday March 30  

rd

th

th







STUDENTS USING PUBLIC

TRANSPORT



FOLLOW US ONSocial Media

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL!

@Darley Primary School - Office

Facebook Instagram

@darleyprimary 



Health
Care Card

Signature of cardholder

This card is NOT transferable
humanservices.gov.au/healthcarecard

Issued by the Australian Government agency, Services Australia

on behalf of the Department of Social Services

Do you have a
health care card?
You could be eligible
for Saver Plus.
For every dollar you save, you’ll get a dollar from ANZ
to spend on educational costs, up to $500.
To join, you need to meet all of these requirements:

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

 Be 18 years or older
 Have a current Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card
 Have a child in school, starting school next year, or be studying yourself
 Get a regular income (can be you or your partner)
 Agree to join in free online financial education workshops

1300 610 355 saverplus.org.au
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