
THE APPLE NEWS
7th November 2025

Dear Families,

It is hard to believe Week 5 of the term has ended and we have 6
weeks to go of the 2025 school year. We trust our families
enjoyed the mid-term break this week with their children.

State Track and Field
Yesterday (Thursday) saw 4 of our students represent Darley PS
at the State Track and Field event. This event brings students
from across Victoria together to compete at the State level. To be
selected to compete at this level means our students have
competed at the school, Division, District and Region events
finishing in 1  or 2  place at each event. A wonderful
achievement! Tara Singh competed in the individual 10yrs Girls
100m. Congratulations to Tara who not only made it through the
heats but finished with a 2  place. Truly inspirational!! Tara then
joined with Billi Taylor, Gigi Baniluk and Airlie Lesko to compete in
the 9-10yrs girls 4x100m relay. Our girls did us proud 😊 . They
made it through the heats to the Final where they finished in 6
place. We celebrate the achievements of all 4 students. 
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Changes to Digital Device Use
From 2027, the Victorian Government is introducing changes to
the use of digital devices for students from Prep to Grade 6.  

NOVEMBER

10  th 2026 Foundation
Transition Session 2

24 -28  th th Year 2 Swimming Program

27  th 2026 Foundation
Transition Session 3

DECEMBER

3  rd School Concert

9   th 2026 Foundation Session 4

12  th Whole School Celebration
Excursion

15  th Step Up Day

16  th Year 6 Graduation

Important Dates

Darley Primary School
21 Nelson Street, Darley 3340

03 5367 1558
darley.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.darleyprimary.vic.edu.au

Principal's Message

 Under the new guidelines, schools: 
will no longer invite families to purchase or bring their own digital devices to use at school for Prep to
Grade 6.
will follow new recommended digital device times, including minimal device time for Prep to Grade 2;
and a maximum of 90 minutes per day for grades 3 to 6. 

These changes are intended to support families by reducing cost-of-living pressures. They will also
support students by reducing screen-time which can reduce the risk of eye strain, sedentary behaviour,
and reduced peer interaction. These reforms complement Victoria’s nation-leading mobile phone
restrictions, ensuring an integrated approach to addressing digital distraction and the inappropriate use
of technology.

 What this means for our school
This means we will be ceasing our current BYOD program for Years 3 -6 from 2026 on. Instead, we will
provide class sets of digital devices for use by students. Students who have been using BYO devices prior
to 2026 will be able to continue to bring their devices to school, but we will be following the new
recommended device use times. Students with disability who use a digital device as a reasonable
adjustment are exempt from these changes. 

                                                                                                                                                                         Continued next page...



These changes are intended to support families with cost-of-living pressures and reduce student screen
time. You can read more about the changes on the department’s website: Digital Learning: Policy

2026 Planning
We are heavily into the planning for our 2026 school year. Classes are in the final stages of being
formed, therefore we cannot accept any late requests; requests are closed. Thank you to families who
put through their requests within the timeline given. 
We are also in the final stages of ensuring we have the correct number of staff for 2026. Students will
meet their 2026 class and teacher in the last few days of the school year. 
If you know of families who have moved into the area and are yet to enrol, please share our contact
details with them so we ensure we have places available in our classes.
If you are moving out of the area, please let us know ASAP. When planning classes, we ensure all
students have a friend, if your child is not attending, this can leave a student without a class buddy in
2026.

Save the Date - School Concert 
Save the date as the School Concert will be held on Wednesday 3  December, commencing at 3.30pm.
as we get closer to the date, staff will send home information regarding costumes. This is one of our
yearly highlights!
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Uniform
A reminder to all families that all students must wear our full school uniform at all times. We have
noticed a few students starting to wear items that are black. Please be aware that black items are not a
part of our uniform. Students must also wear a navy uniform hat, no other colors are acceptable. 

Thunderstorm Asthma 
Be prepared this Grass pollen season, which typically runs from October to December each year in
Victoria, as it brings an increase in asthma and hay fever symptoms. It also increases the risk of
thunderstorm asthma. For people with asthma or hay fever, especially those who experience wheezing
or coughing with their hay fever, thunderstorm asthma can be sudden, serious and even life threatening. 
During the season, there are some things you can do to prepare and protect yourself and your family: 
If your child has ever had asthma, talk to your doctor about what you can do to help protect them from
the risk of thunderstorm asthma this pollen season, including updating your asthma action plan. 
Taking an asthma preventer properly and regularly is key to preventing asthma, including thunderstorm
asthma.
If your child has hay fever, see your pharmacist or doctor for a hay fever treatment plan and check if you
should have an asthma reliever puffer. These are available from a pharmacy without a prescription. 
If your child has hay fever and experiences wheezing and coughing, it is important to make sure they
don’t also have asthma. Speak to your doctor about an asthma action plan. 
Where possible, avoid being outside during thunderstorms from October to December, especially during
the wind gusts that come before the storm. Go inside and close your doors and windows. If you have
your air conditioning on, turn it to ‘recirculate’. 
Protect yourself this pollen season – managing asthma and allergies matters. For more information,
speak to your doctor. You can also visit the Better Health Channel website.

Parking and Student Safety
As per my Compass post last week, please ensure you have read the information located on the next
page regarding parking around Darley Primary School.

Fiona Kerton, Casey Arrowsmith & Daniel Condon

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/digital-learning/policy


Drivers are responsible for understanding parking restrictions in their school zone and to ensure they obey the
parking rules to keep our school children, pedestrians and other road users safe.

You must park within the marked lines of a parking bay. A driver cannot stop on a bicycle path, footpath,
shared path, dividing strip, or a nature strip adjacent to a length of road in a built-up area (this includes the
open land behind the CFA), unless there is permissive signage. Council’s parking officers regularly patrol
schools and they will issue infringements when signs or regulations are not obeyed. Infringements can be
affixed to the vehicle or posted to the registered owner of the vehicle.

Listed below are the most common parking and traffic offences and an explanation of the signs that should be
observed to help avoid an infringement:

Parking longer than the signed time limit
Stopping in a ‘no stopping’ area
Stopping on the right hand side of a vehicle already stopped at the kerb side (i.e. double parking)
Stopping over a driveway
Stopping in an accessible bay
Stopping within 10 metres of an intersection.

Time limits are set on parking spaces to allow as many people as possible to have access to an area.
Where a parking control sign applies to a length of road or an area, you must not park there continuously for
longer than the period allowed. 

No Stopping means no stopping at all. This means you cannot stop even if you are only letting someone out of
the car, and regardless of whether you leave the engine running and stay in the car. 

It is an offence to double park.
 When parking in a two-way street you must park on the left hand side of the road. Your vehicle must face the
direction of travel, that is: passenger side must be parked to the kerb and not the steering wheel side, except
in a one-way street.

Drivers must not park across a driveway and always allow clear passage for access and egress. 
 Drivers must not park in a driveway whilst waiting to pick up or when dropping off a student.

An accessible parking space can only be used by someone with a blue-on-white disabled parking permit, or
by a driver who is parking the car so that the disabled permit holder can get in or out of the car. Permits are
only valid when the disabled person is travelling in the vehicle.
 The driver must give his/her name and address and produce his/ her driver’s licence and the permit when
asked to do so by police or a parking officer.

10 metres to an intersection. Unless there is a sign saying that you can, you are not allowed to park, stop or
leave your vehicle within 10 metres of an intersection without traffic lights.
 
Parking safety tips
 If you park on the roads or streets around schools:

Allow enough time to take your child to school safely. Consider parking a little bit further away and
walking a short distance to school.
Observe all traffic control signs and the directions of the school crossing supervisors.
Plan with your child when and where they can be picked up safely. Find locations where it is safe to get out
of the car and cross the road.
NEVER call your child across the road. Running across the road is dangerous for your child, always use the
school crossings.

 ✅ We want to ensure the safety of our children, other pedestrians and motorists around our streets and the
school.
 ✅ Children are both vulnerable and often act on impulse. It is important for adults to lead by example and
set good road safety practices when crossing roads.
 ✅ Please follow these rules for the safety of your children and also the classmates and friends of your
children
 ✅ If every parent follow these rules, it will be safer for all school children

Please Note: Moorabool Council will be enforcing illegal parking over the coming weeks. Parents are to make
sure they are legally parked during drop off and pick up times. This includes parking on nature strips as well
as the reserve at the back off the school. 

Parking and Student Safety



FOUNDATION’S
WILD ACTION INCURSION

Recount by Maddox - FA 



In Writing, students are focusing
on expanding simple sentences

(sentence kernels) using question
prompts such as who, what, when

where, how and why to build
detailed, informative sentences
about celebrations from around

the world.

In Maths, students have
completed the unit on

Multiplication and Divsion.
Students are now exploring key

concepts associated with
probabiility. They are enjoying

conducting chance experiments
and identifying possible

outcomes.

In our integrated theme
"Celebrations Around the

World", students have been
busy creating their own

celebration projects to orally
present to their classmates.

 In Reading, students have been

learning about different

celebrations from around the

world. They have also been reading

about their own local community,

such as the demographics and

changes over time in the Bacchus

Marsh region.

3/4's have been learning about...



Values Awards
Play

time Specalist

Principals Awards

Lukehy
(34A)

Respe
ct

Honesty

Clara
(56E)

Whole Class
 (34D)

Teamwork
Responsibilit

y

Blake
(34F)

Kyus (34C)
Marley (34A)

Alanah (56E)
Knox (34C)

Spencer (1C)



FA - Maddox & Jack-Finn

FB - Zaylee & Louie

FC - Toby & Nova

Foundation Year One

1A - Wendell & Oliver

1B - Oliver & Oliver

1C - Dean & Odin

1D - Denham & Aishleen

Year Two

2A - MingLi & Jessica

2B - Eva & Anna Grace

2C - Deegan & Braxton

2D - Griffin & Bentley

Year Three & Four

34A - Gigi & Muhamet

34B - Tilly & Archie

34C - Ryder & Lachy

34D - Elijah & Indy

34E - Knox & Vaughn

34F - Blake & Blake

56A - Saanj & Declan

56B - Harlow & Kai

56C - Traeh & Ava

56D - Jessica & Harrison

56E - Jax & Bella

56F - Ethan & Ethan

Year Five & Six

AUSLAN - Olivia (FC)
HAPE - Mason (56D), Roxy (56C) & Alexis (56C)

Performing Arts -  Blake (34F)

SEL -  34B (Whole Class) & Dayne (2C)

Visual Arts - Aria (FB) & Alanah (56E)

Nurture - 

Specialist Programs

Student of
the Week



FOLLOW US ONSocial Media

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL!

@Darley Primary School - Office

Facebook Instagram

@darleyprimary 



Health
Care Card

Signature of cardholder

This card is NOT transferable
humanservices.gov.au/healthcarecard

Issued by the Australian Government agency, Services Australia

on behalf of the Department of Social Services

Do you have a
health care card?
You could be eligible
for Saver Plus.
For every dollar you save, you’ll get a dollar from ANZ
to spend on educational costs, up to $500.
To join, you need to meet all of these requirements:

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

 Be 18 years or older
 Have a current Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card
 Have a child in school, starting school next year, or be studying yourself
 Get a regular income (can be you or your partner)
 Agree to join in free online financial education workshops

1300 610 355 saverplus.org.au
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